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TINA TURKIYE SUALTI ARKEOLOJISI VAKFI

KURULUSU

AMACI

YONETIM

1999 yilinda bir grup denizsever is adami tarafindan kurulmustur.

@ Tiirkiye ve denizlerimizdeki arkeolojik zenginlikleri diinya kamuoyu ve bilimsel kurumlara
anlatmak. Bu meyanda yurt i¢i ve dis1 yayinlar, konferanslar, paneller, seminerler, agik oturumlar,
sempozyumlar, kurslar, fuarlar, senlikler, sergiler, festivaller, toplu inceleme gezileri gibi sanatsal
etkinlikler ve toplantilar diizenlemek.

@® T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 izni ve denetimi altinda yapilacak olan arastirma, kazi, konservasyon ve
sergileme faaliyetlerinde bulunan yurt i¢i ve yurt disi bilimsel kuruluslara, miizelere, iiniversitelere
destek saglamak ve saglanmasina yardimci olmak.

@ T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 izni ve denetimi altinda karasularimizda bilimsel metodlar ile giiniimiiz
teknolojik imkanlar1 nispetinde sualti aragtirmalari ve kazilari yapmak.

Sualt: arkeolojik eserlerimizi tespit etmek, mevkilerini gerekli mercilere bildirerek korunmaya
alinmalarini saglamak.

@® Hali hazirda bu konuda faaliyet gsteren miize ve kuruluslar ile isbirligi yapmak ve bunlara destek
saglamak. Bu tip miizelerin ve kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin ¢ogalmasini saglamak, yeni girisimlere firsat
verecek Onlemleri almak.

@ Bu meyanda denizlerimizde goriilen ve hizla yayilmakta olan sualt: kirliligini 6nleyici tedbirler
almak, almmmasini saglamak ve bu konuda diger kuruluslar ile isbirligi saglamak.

@ Vakif amag ve calisma konularindaki egitim ve 6gretim kurumlarmi gelistirmek ve bu amagla
dgrenciler yetistirmek igin burslar vermek.
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Founded by a group of maritime-lover businessmen in 1999.
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@ To make the international society and scientists familiar with our abundant archaeological cultural
heritage in Turkey and its seas. With this idea in mind, to make national and international publications,
and organize conferences, panels, seminars, forums, symposiums, workshops, fairs, festivities,
exhibitions, and artistic activities such as festivals, excursions and meetings.

@ To support local and international scientific institutions, museums, and universities involved in
activities of surveys, excavations, conservations and exhibitions under the approval and inspection of
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@ To perform underwater surveys and excavations in our seas using scientific methods and current
technological facilities under the approval and inspection of the Turkish Ministry of Culture and
Tourism.

@ To identify the archaeological artifacts lying underwater, reporting their whereabouts to relevant
authorities for protection.

@ To seek cooperation with the museums and institutions involved in the field and support their
activities. To ensure enhancement of such museums and cultural activities, and take necessary steps
to provide opportunities for new initiatives.

@ To take necessary measures to prevent the pollution of our seas which becomes increasingly harder
to fight back, ensure that such measures are taken, and cooperate with other institutions in this sense.

@ To contribute to the educational and training institutions dealing with our scopes, and provide
scholarships for dedicated students.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT
H. OGUZ AYDEMIR

MEMBERS

MUSTAFA V. KOC

AYHAN SICIMOGLU

KENAN YILMAZ

JEFF HAKKO

SEZGIN GOKMEN

ENES EDIS

METIN ATAC

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY MINISTER OF CULTURE AND TOURISM



TINA DENIZCiLiK ARKEOLOJiST DERGISI

TURKIYE SUALTI ARKEOLOJISI VAKFI'NIN S URELI YAYINIDIR

TINA Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi, Mayis ve Kasim aylarinda yilda iki kez yaynlanir. Ya-
yinlanmast istenen makalelerin en geg basim tarihinden 3 ay énce gonderilmis olmast gerek-
mektedir. TINA Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi, basta Anadolu kiyilart ve Akdeniz olmak
lizere diinyanin her kisesinde gerceklestirilen denizcilik arkeolojisi alaminda yapilmis ¢alis-
malara yer vermektedir.

SAHIBI: TINA Tiirkiye Sualt1 Arkeolojisi Vakfi
iMTIYAZ SAHIBI: Hiisnii Oguz Aydemir

SORUMLU YAZI iSLERI MUDURD: Mehmet Bezdan

TINA Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi’nin izni olmadan, hi¢bir boliim kopya edilemez. Alinti
yapilmast durumunda referans gosterilmelidir. Yazilarin yasal sorumlulugu yazarina aittir.

TINA Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi ne gonderilen makaleler bu cildin son sayfasinda belirti-
len formata uygun oldugu takdirde yayinlanacaktir.

TINA Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi'nin yeni sayilarinda yayinlanmasi istenen makaleler igin
mail adresi: mehmetbezdan@gmail.com
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li'nde 2014 yilinda kesfedilen bazilika kalintila-
rinin mevcut durumunu belgelemek, plan ve
rolovesini ¢ikartmak amactyla Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakan-
l1g1’nim izni ile Uludag Universitesi’nin adina bagkanli-
gimda bir ekip tarafindan sualtr arastirmalar1 basliyor.
Kalintilar ilk olarak 2014 yilinda Subat aymnda hava-
dan fotograflama caligmalari esnasinda tarafimizdan kes-
fedilmis ve bu kesif, Amerika Arkeoloji Enstitiisii’niin
yaymlarindan olan “Archaeology” dergisi tarafindan
2014 yilnin en 6nemli 10 kesfi arasinda gosterilmisti.
G0l icerisindeki bazilika kalintilar1 Nikaia’y1 cevrele-
yen sur duvarlarinin diginda, kiyidan yaklasik 50 m me-
safe ve 2-3 m derinlikte yer almaktadir. Kalintilarin antik
yerlesimin disinda ve g6l kiyisinda yer almasi, bu yapi-

B ursa {li, Iznik Ilcesi sinirlari ierisinde, Iznik G&-

nin Hiristiyanlik dininin en geng sehitlerinden kabul edi-
len Aziz Neophitos’a ait olmasi gerektigini diistindiir-
mektedir. Bilindigi gibi, Aziz Neophitos, Tanr1’nin emri
ile Hiristiyanlik dininin Nikai’da yaymak isterken, o y1l-
larda Hiristiyanligin yasak olmasi nedeniyle Romali as-
kerler tarafindan tutuklanmis, tiirlii iskencelerden sonra
yerlesimin disinda gol kiyisina getirilerek burada sehit
edilmistir.

Daha sonra Hiristiyanligin serbest birakilmasiyla da
sehit edildigi yere kendi adiyla bir kilise insa ettirilmis-
tir. Mevcut durum sualtindaki kalintilarin Aziz Neophi-
tos’a ait olabilecegini gostermektedir. Yapinin kime ait
oldugu, ne zaman ve neden kilisenin yikilip, g6liin igeri-
sine gbmiildiigii, yine yapilacak ylizey arastirmasinin so-
rulart arasinda yer almaktadir.

n underwater archaeological survey is being la-
Aunched under the direction of Prof. Dr. Musta-

fa Sahin of Uludag University at the basilica re-
mains which were found in Lake Iznik in 2014 within
the Iznik District of Bursa Province with the permissi-
on of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism to document
current status of the remains, and draw a sketch and a
measured drawing of the site.

The remains were discovered by Mustafa Sahin in Feb-
ruary 2014 during his aerial photography survey and re-
ferred as one of the top 10 discoveries in 2014 in “Arc-
haeology”, a periodical magazine of the Archaeologi-
cal Institute of America.

The basilica remains lie approximately in 2 or 3 me-
ters of depth, and 50 m from the shore of the lake out-
side the city walls that surround the ancient city of Ni-

caea. The remains located outside the ancient settlement
and on the lake shore suggest that the building might
have been dedicated to Saint Neophytos, who was one
of the youngest martyrs of Christianity. As already
known, Saint Neophytos wanted to promote Christia-
nity by the commandment of god, but was arrested by
Roman soldiers because Christianity was banned in tho-
se years, and he was subjected to many tortures, and bro-
ught to the lake shore outside the settlement where he
was killed. After the admission of Christianity, a
church was built at the same spot where he was marty-
red. Current information suggests that the underwater
remains might have belonged to the Saint Neophytos
church. Survey questions include to whom the structure
was dedicated, why and when the church was demolished
and submerged under the waters of the lake.

*Prof, Dr. Mustafa Sahin, Uludag Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin. Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Science and Letters, Uludag University 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
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SUALTI ARKEOLOJIST

UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY
AT ULUDAG UNIVERSITY

*MUSTAFA SAHIN
ludag Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Ar-
l | keoloji Boliimii, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin’in bas-
kanliginda 2005 yilinda kurulmustur. Bolim
kadrosunda 3 profesor, 1 dogent, 1 yarime1 dogent, 2 6g-
retim elemant, 8 aragtirma gorevlisi ve 4 proje asistan1 yer
almaktadir. Arkeoloji Boliimiinde iki yartyillik Almanca
hazirlik sinifindan sonra lisans egitiminde Prehistorya, Pro-
tohistorya ve On Asya Arkeolojisi, Klasik Arkeoloji, Or-
tacag Arkeolojisi ve Sualtt Arkeolojisi anabilim dallari-
nin temel dersleri okutulmaktadir. Lisans egitimi 8 yari-
yilda tamamlanmakta olup ayrica yaz okulu bulunma-
maktadir. Lisans programinda, “Denizcilik Arkeolojisi”
ve “Sualti Arkeolojisi” dersleri se¢imlik olarak okutul-
maktadir. Arkeoloji Bolimii’nde ayrica Yiiksek Lisans ve
Doktora programlarinda da lisansiistii egitim bulunmak-
tadir. Yiiksekogretim Kurulu’nun 2002 yilinda almis ol-
dugu bir kararla lisans seviyesinde anabilim dallart bir-
lestirilmis olsa da uzmanlagmay1 gerektiren anabilim dal-
lar1 Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisiinde bulunmaktadir. Li-
sansiistii egitimde Prehistorya, Protohistorya ve On Asya
Arkeolojisi, Klasik Arkeoloji anabilim dallarr aktiftir.

ences and Letters in the University of Uludag was fo-

unded in 2005 under the direction of Prof. Dr. Mus-
tafa Sahin. The department consists of 3 Professor Doctors,
1 Assistant Professor Doctor, 1 Associate Professor Doctor,
2 Lecturers, 8 Research Assistants and ve 4 Project Assis-
tants. The Archaeology Department has a preparatory class
for two years in German language followed by the underg-
raduate program including basic courses of the Prehistory,
Protohistory and Asia Minor Archaeology, Classic Archa-
eology, Medieval Archacology and Underwater Archaeology
Departments. The undergraduate program is completed in
8 semesters, and summer term is also available. Maritime
Archaeology and Underwater Archaeology are elective co-
urses of the undergraduate program. The Department of Arc-
haeology also offers Post Graduate and Doctorate programs.
Although the departments have been incorporated at the un-
dergraduate level as per the decision of the Council of Hig-
her Education in 2002, Social Sciences Institutes embody
departments that require specialization. The Prehistory, Pro-
tohistory and Minor Asia Archaeology, Classical Archaeo-
logy Departments have active higher education programs.

The Department of Archaeology at the Faculty of Sci-

*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin, Uludag Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin. Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Science and Letters, Uludag University 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
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Ortacag Arkeolojisi ve Sualtit Arkeolojisi Anabilim Dal-
~ larmin kurulmast ile ilgili gerekli bagvurular yapimistir. He-
~ niiz aktif durumda olmasa da hem yiiksek lisans hem de dok-
tora programlarinda yine sualti arkeolojisi ile ilgili dersler
bulunmaktadir. “Denizcilik Arkeolojisi” ve “Liman Ar-
keolojisi” dersleri Yiiksek Lisans, “Sualt1 Kazilarinda Alan
Yonetimi” ve “Sualt1 Yiizey Arastirmalarinda Alan Y6ne-
timi” dersleri ise doktora programinda okutulan derslerdir.

Lisansiistii seviyede bugiine kadar Sualt1 Arkeolojisi ile
ilgili olarak Serkan Giindiiz’tin “Antik Limanlar Isiginda
Myndos Limani ve Liman Yapilar1” ve Gonca Giilsefa’nin
“Myndos Amphoralarma Gore Ticari [liskiler” bashklart yiik-
sek lisans tezleri tamamlanmustir. Serkan Giindiiz, ayrica,
“Antik Giiney Marmara Limanlar1” konulu tezi ile Sualti Ar-
keolojisi alaninda doktora egitimine de devam etmektedir.
Boliimde sualt1 arkeolojisi alaninda projeler de yapilmak-
tadir. 2005 yilinda baglayan Myndos antik kentindeki liman
arastirmalar1 halen devam etmektedir (Resim 1). Elde edi-
len veriler degisik yaymlarla bilim diinyasina aktartimustir'.
2006 yilinda tarafimizdan baslatilan “Giiney Marmara Ki-
yilarinda Sualt1 Kiiltiir Envanteri” baglkli projeyi Serkan
Giindiiz doktora tez konusu olarak devam ettirmektedir. Pro-

Maritime Archaeology Periodical

je kapsaminda sikkeleri ile taninan, ancak, yeri bilinmeyen
Caesarea Germanica kentinin lokalizasyonu yapilmustir®.
Giiney Marmara kiyilarmi kapsayan projede ayrica 2007
ve 2008 yillarmda Kyzikos Limanlari’nda da aragtirmalar-
da bulunulmustur (Resim 2)°. Kentin Hytos ve Thrakikos
limanlarinda yapilan arastirmalarda liman kalmtilar belir-
lenmeye calisilmistir. Antik Cag’da Ege ve Karadeniz ara-
sinda deniz ticaret agmim en 6nemli liman kentlerinden biri
oldugu diisiiniilen Kyzikos limanlari sadece Antik Donemde
degil Bizans ve Osmanl Dénemlerinde de kullanilmis ol-
malidir, Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligr’nin izni ile Iznik G6-
li'nde tarafimizdan 2014 yilinda kesfedilen bazilika ka-
lintisinda da sualt1 yiizey aragtirmalarina baslanacaktir. Bu
kesif, Amerika Arkeoloji Enstitiisii tarafindan yayimlanan
“Archaeology” isimli dergi tarafindan 2014 yilmin en
onemli 10 kesfi arasinda gosterilmistir. Uludag Universi-
tesi yukarida ozliice agikladigimiz sualti arkeolojisi ile il-
gili faaliyetleri nedeniyle 15-19 Mayis 2015 tarihleri ara-
sinda Antalya Kemer’de diizenlenen “3. UNESCO Sualti
Arkeoloji UniTwin Agi — UNESCO UniTwin Network of
Underwater Archaeology” toplantisinda, “ortak iye - as-
sociate member” statiisii ile birlige kabul edilmistir.

'SAHIN - GUNDUZ - ASLAN 2008, 1- 10. - SAHIN 2014a, 64-69. — SAHIN - CINER 2014,

:/6~84..— SAHIN - SEIFERT 2014, 46- 56.
;SAHm - POLAT - ZIMMERMANN 2011, 203 - 232.
SAHIN - GUNDUZ 2010, 179 — 185.

*SAHIN 2014b, 8-10. — SAHIN 2014c, 76-84. — SAHIN 2014d, 42-45.
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Application for foundation of the Medieval Ages Arc-
haeology and Underwater Archaeology Departments has
already been made. Although they are currently not acti-
ve, both Postgraduate and Doctorate programs contain co-
urses in underwater archaeology. ‘“Maritime Archaeology”
and “Harbour Archaeology” courses are part of the Postg-
raduate program, while “Site Management in Underwater
Excavations” and “Site Management in Underwater Sur-
veys” are part of the Doctorate program.

In the Underwater Archaeology postgraduate program,
there are two dissertations completed: “Myndos Harbour
and its Harbour Structures in the Light of Ancient Harbo-
urs” by Serkan Giindiiz and “Trade Relationships Based
on Myndos Amphorae” by Gonca Giilsefa. Serkan Giin-
diiz pursues doctoral program with a dissertation subject
titled “Ancient Harbours of Southern Marmara” in the fi-
eld of Underwater Archaeology.

The Department is also engaged in projects in the field
of underwater archaeology. The surveys that started in 2005
at the harbour of the ancient city of Myndos still continue
(Figl). Data obtained have been shared with the academic
world through various publications?.

The Project titled “Culture Inventory of the South Mar-
mara Shoreline” that we have started in 2006 has been un-

dertaken by Serkan Giindiiz for his doctoral dissertation re-
search. Within the scope of the project, we identified the
site of the city of Caesarea Germanica, a city known by its
coins but geographically unknown.?

In the Project that covers the Southern Marmara shore-
line, we also investigated Kyzikos Harbours in 2007 and
2008 (Fig.2)*. The harbour remains were searched during
the surveys performed at the Hytos and Thrakikos harbo-
urs of the city. Probably one of the most important harbours
of maritime trade network between the Aegean and Black
Seas during the Antiquity, Kyzikos harbours should have
been used not only in the Ancient Period, but also during
the Byzantine and Ottoman Periods.

A survey will be launched with the permission of the Mi-
nistry of Culture and Tourism on the basilica remains that
we have found in 2014 in Iznik Lake.’ This discovery was
listed among the 10 most important discoveries of 2014 in
the “Archaeology” magazine published by the American
Institute of Archaeology.

The Uludag University has been affiliated as an “Asso-
ciate Member” during the “The third UNESCO UniTwin
Network of Underwater Archaeology” meeting held bet-
ween May 15 and 19, 2015 in Kemer, Antalya based on its
underwater activities summarized hereinabove.

' SAHIN - GUNDUZ - ASLAN 2008, 1- 10. - SAHIN 2014a, 64-69. — SAHIN - CINER 2014,

76-84. — SAHIN - SEIFERT 2014, 46- 56.
2SAHIN - POLAT - ZIMMERMANN 2011, 203 —232.
3SAHIN - GUNDUZ 2010, 179 — 185.

“SAHIN 2014b, 8-10. — SAHIN 2014c, 76-84. — SAHIN 2014d, 42-45.
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. znik Goli’'nde 2014 yilinda tarafimizdan kesfedilen
Ive Amerika Birlesik Devleti Arkeoloji Enstitiisii ta-
rafindan yaymlanmakta olan “Archaeology” isimli
dergi tarafindan 2014 yilinin en 6nemli 10 biiytik kes-
fi arasinda gosterilen bazilika kalintisinda, Kiiltiir ve Tu-
rizm Bakanligi’nin 14.04.2015 tarih ve 73223 sayili izni
ile Uludag Universitesi adna bagkanligimizda sualt1 yii-
zey aragtirmalarina baglanmistir’. 16.06. —07.07.2015
tarihleri arasinda gergeklestirdigimiz sualt1 ylizey aras-
tirmasina Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1’n1 temsilen Onur
Yildirim katilmistir; uyumlu ¢alismalar ve katkilarin-
dan dolay1 kendisine minnettariz. Calisma ekibinde, da-
nisman olarak Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Oktay Dumankaya, Yrd.
Dog. Dr. Ahmet Bilir, sualti arkeologlari olarak Can Ci-
ner, Giizin Bilir, Faruk Yolsal, M. Ugur Ekmekei, A. Goz-
de Ar1, Semih Togan, Cagri Aydin, mimar olarak Fadi-
me Yildiz ve stajyer 6grenci olarak Hiilya Yamurkaya,
Stiha Cura, Emre Gerek, Hande Tiirkdzi, Ahmet Sey-
da Yildiz, Orhun Kisa, Gamze Boy, Korcan Kayacan,
Hilal Cevik, Meltem Selten ve Hilal Kayabay yer al-
muslardir. Ozverili calismalaridan dolay1 biitiin ¢alis-
ma ekibine tesekkiirii borg biliriz. Iznik Golii sualt1 yii-
zey arastirmalari bazilika kalintisinin bulundugu alanin
etrafi mantar samandiralar ile su yiizeyinden goriiniir hale
getirilmesi ile baglamistir (Fig. 1).
Bu arada yap1 kalintilarin yerlerini belirlemek i¢in
duvarlarin koselerine kirmizi renkte armut samandira-
lar yerlestirilmistir.

n underwater archaeological survey was launched
Aon the basilica remains that were discovered by

our team in February 2014 during an aerial pho-
tographic survey of the Lake Iznik and referred as one
of the top 10 discoveries in 2014 by “Archaeology”, a
periodical magazine of the Archaeological Institute of:
America. The survey was carried out under the direc-
torship of Mustafa Sahin of Uludag University with the
permission no. 73223 dated 14.04.2015 of the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism'.

During the survey that was conducted between June
16th and July 07th, 2015, the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism was represented by Onur Yildirim; we are great-
ful to him for his cooperative work and contributions. The
survey team consisted of the consultants Ass.Prof.Dr. Ok-
tay Dumankaya, and Ass.Prof.Dr. Ahmet Bilir; underwater
archaeologists Can Ciner, Giizin Bilir, Faruk Yolsal, M.
Ugur Ekmekei, A. Gozde Ar1, Semih Togan, Cagri Ay-
din, the architect Fadime Yildiz, and the trainees Hiilya
Yamurkaya, Sttha Cura, Emre Gerek, Hande Tiirkozil,
Ahmet Seyda Yildiz, Orhun Kisa, Gamze Boy, Korcan
Kayacan, Hilal Cevik, Meltem Selten and Hilal Kayabay.
We are grateful to all team members for their devoted
works. The survey began by enclosing the area of basil-
ica by cork floats to make it visible from the surface of
Lake Iznik (Fig. 1) as well as placing mooring buoys on
the corners to determine datum points of the architectural
remains.

Asagida gosterilenler diginda fotograflar yazar tarafindan cekilmistir. Foto 2, 9, 12 — Fadime Yildiz, Foto 3-4,
11,13 — A. Gozde Ari, Foto 1,10, 14,16 - 17, 21 — Can Ciner — M.Ugur Ekmekgi, Foto 19 - Nebbia, Cesare
(1534-1614) Nicaia Konsil Toplantisi. Fresko. Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, Vatican Miizesi.

http://www.artic.edu/aic/resources/resource/2720

All photographs are by the author except those listed below, Photo 2, 9, 12 — by Fadime Yildiz, Photo 3-4, 11, 13
— by A. Gozde Ari, Photo 1, 10, 14, 16 - 17, 21 — by Can Ciner and M.Ugur Ekmekgi, Photo 19 - Nebbia, Cesare
(1534-1614) The First Council of Nicaea Fresco. Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, Vatican Museum.

http://www.artic.edu/aic/resources/resource/2720

! Caligmalar Uludag Universitesi ve Bursa Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi
tarafindan desteklenmistir. Bu nedenle Uludag Universitesi Rektorii
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Ulcay ve Bursa Biiyiiksehir Belediye Baskani Saym
Recep Altepe’ye cok tesekkiir ederiz. Ayrica, Bursa Biiyiiksehir Be-
lediyesi, Kiiltiir ve Turizm Daire Bagkani Aziz Elbas ve ¢alisma ar-
kadaslarina destek ve yardimlarindan dolay: minnettariz. Proje,
BUAP(F)-2014/6 numarali ve “Hellenistik ve Roma Imparatorluk
Dénemi Nikaia’sinda (iznik) Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmast ve Ta-
rihlendirme” baglikli proje tarafindan desteklenmistir.

! The survey was sponsored by Uludag University and Bursa Metropoli-
tan Municipality. Therefore, we would like to extend our thanks to
Prof.Dr. Yusuf Ulcay, Rector of Uludag University, and Mr. Recep Al-
tepe, Mayor of Bursa Metropolitan Municipality. Furthermore, we are
grateful to Aziz Elbas, Head of Culture and Tourism Department of the
Bursa Metropolitan Municipality and his colleagues for their cooperationt
and contributions. The Project has been supported within the context of
“Hellenistik ve Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi Nikaia’sinda (Iznik) Arkeo-
lojik Yiizey Arastirmasi ve Tarihlendirme” under No. BUAP(F)-2014/6.

*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin, Uludag Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, 16059 Gériikle — Bursa.
*Prof, Dr. Mustafa Sahin. Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Science and Letters, Uludag University 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
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Sualt1 ylizey arastirmasina 6n hazirlik olmak lizere
Tiirkiye Ulusal Koordinat Sistemi dikkate alinarak po-
ligon atilmis, caligma alanmimn tamami 10 x 10 metre 61-
ciilerinde karelere ayrilmig ve kareler, kuzey-giiney dog-
rultusu harflerle, dogu-bat1 yoniinde ise rakamlarla isim-
lendirilmistir (Fig. 2). Boylece sualtinda tespit edilecek
olas kiiltiir varliklarinin yerlerinin saglikli bir sekilde
belgelenmesi hedeflenmistir. Karelerde numaralandir-
ma, 6n goriilemeyen buluntular olmasi ihtimaline kar-

s1 genisletilmeye olanak verir sekilde kodlanmistir,
Bunun i¢in karelajin ana ekseni, dogu — bat1 yoniinde ba-
zilikanin ortasindan gecirilmis; nirengi noktasi olarak ka-
bul ettigimiz bu hattin kuzeyi “K* harfi ile giineyi ise “G”
harfi ile isimlendirilmistir: gliney “Ga” ile baslay1p gii-
neye dogru, kuzey ise “Ka” ile baslayip kuzeye dog-
ru ilerlemektedir. Diger bir 6n hazirlik ise yiizey tara-
malarint saglikli bir sekilde siirdiirebilmek i¢in kulvar
belirlemede yapilmistir (Fig. 2).

".uv

e W U

Fig. 3

As a preliminary work for the survey, we established bench-
marks based on the national geographical positioning co-
ordinates, and divided the entire working area into a grid of
10m x 10m squares, where squares were denoted by letters
in the north-south direction, and numbers in the east-west
direction (Fig. 2) in order to be able to document the un-
derwater cultural heritage accurately. Considering poten-
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tial findings outside the gridding area, the coding allows for
greater expansion. The cardinal reference line of the grid was
drawn to cross the center of the basilica in the east-west di-
rection; the north of this reference line was denoted by the
letter “K”, and the south of the line by the letter “G”: south-
ern part starts with “Ga” and extends southwards, while north-
ern part stars with “Ka” and extends northwards.



Fig. 4
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Yiizey taramast esnasinda gdzden kagan
bir alan olmamast icin kiyidan baslayarak
giineybat istikametinde sit sinirmi asacak
sekilde yaklagik 180 metre uzunlugunda
ve 10 metre genisliginde kulvarlar olus-
turulmustur. Kulvar hattmin baslangig
noktasi yine bazilikanin ortasindan gegi-
rilmis; hattin giineyi -1G, kuzeyi ise +1K
olarak adlandirilmistir.

Yiizey arastirmasimna kulvarlarm iceri-
sinde giineyden kuzeye dogru ilerleyecek
sekilde gol tabanimin incelenmesi ile bas-
lanmustir. Tespit edilen buluntular sa-
mandiralandiktan sonra total-station yar-
dimuyla plana aktarilmis ve sonrasinda in
situ fotograflart gekilerek kayit altina
almmustir. Fotograf gekimi ve belgelemede
plan kare kodlarmdan elde edilen ko-
numlar kullanilmistir. Bu ¢alismalar es-
nasinda gél tabanmnda yar1 gomiili halde
bir adet pithos, pigmis toprak profil veren
seramikler, amphora pargas: ve gol taba-
ninda bol miktarda pismis toprak kiremit
parcalari tespit edilmistir (Fig. 3,4).

Another prelimanary work included iden-
tification of side tracks for accuracy of the
surface survey (Fig. 2). We established 180
m long and 10 m wide side tracks, which
started from the shoreline towards the
southwest beyond the site in order to avoid
overlooking any potential areas during the
survey. The datum point of the track was
again the center of the basilica, with the
southern line being denoted by -1G, and the
northern line by +1K. The survey started
with the lake basin, proceeding within the
tracks from south to north. Following the
placement of marker buoys on findings, they
were all recorded onto a plan by total-sta-
tion, and they were documented by in situ
illustrations in alignment with grid lines.
Among the finds are a partially buried
pithos, potsherds, fragment of an amphora
and abundant number of terra cotta roof-
ing tiles (Fig. 3, 4).
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Yiizey arastirmasinin en beklenmedik kes-
fi bazilikanin i¢inde ve etrafinda yer alan me-
zarlar olmustur (Fig. 5)>. Bu mezarlardan 36
adedinin tespit calismalari tamamlanmistir:
bunlardan 5 tanesi atriumda, 6 tanesi nartex-
te, 6 tanesi orta nefte ve birisi kuzey nefte ol-
mak lizere toplam 18 tanesi bazilikanin ice-
risinde yer almaktadir.

Mezarlar, dogu-bati istikametinde uzanmak-
tadir. Baslar bati, ayaklar dogu taraftadir. Tasg
veya pismis toprak levhalarla semerdam veya
kemer seklinde kapatilan mezarlar bozulmadan
giinimiize kadar ulagsmiglardir (Fig. 5).

Mezarlarin genellikle yan yiizeyleri levha
seklindeki cat1 kiremitleri ile sinirlandirilmas,
mezar tasi olarak pithos kiriklar: veya kalin
cidarli kaba pigmis toprak seramik parcalari
kullanilmistir (Fig. 6). Mezar boylar ortala-
ma 2 metre olarak 6l¢iilmiistiir. Bunun yan
sira ¢cocuk mezari olabilecek daha kiigiik
mezarlar da bulunmaktadir.

Mezarlarin birisinin igerisinde tespit edilen
in situ kafatasi kalintist bunlarin mezar ol-
dugunu kesin bir sekilde belgelemektedir
(Fig. 7). Kafatasi diginda g6l tabanina gelisi
giizel yayilmis olan kemikler de mezarlar ile
ilgili diger 6nemli buluntular arasinda yer al-
maktadir (Fig. 8). Boylece bazilikanin igin-
de ve etrafinda gdmii yapildig1 kesin bir se-
kilde anlasilmaktadir. Mezarlar batida teme-
nos duvari oldugunu diistindiigtimiiz kalinti-
ya kadar devam etmektedir. Bununla birlik-
te temenos duvarinin disinda herhangi bir me-
zara rastlanmamistir. Bu mezarlarin Nikaia
Nekropolii ile iliskili olup olmadig: ilerde ya-
pilacak arkeolojik kazilar ile daha iyi anlasi-
lacaktir.

2 Bazilika igine ve etrafina gdmil yapmak Hiristiyanlik
inancinda karsilasilan bir durumdur. Ornek olarak bkz.
Girit Eleutherna Bazilikasi (BOURBOU 2010, 31 fig.
1.4) veya Girit Zoodochos Pigi Kilisesi
(http://www.doaks.org/research/byzantine/project-
grant-reports/2010-2011/bourbou#.Vdj-sZ-Vmuo.go-
ogle plusone_share).
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The most unexpected discovery of the survey was the graves
inside and around the basilica (Fig. 5)*. A total of 36 burials
were identified, of which 18 were inside the basilica, includ-
ing 5 in the atrium, 6 in the narthex, 6 in the central nave and
1 in the northern nave.

The graves lie in the east-west direction, with the heads point-
ing to the north and the feet pointing to the east. Covered by
a gabled or saddleback roof made of either stone or terra cot-
ta plates, they have survived intact to date (Fig. 5).

In general, the graves were laterally delimited by roof-tiles
in the form of plates, and pithoi fragments or thick walled coarse
terra cotta sherds were used as head stones (Fig. 6). The graves
were 2 meters long on average. There were also smaller graves,
probably belonging to children. The remains of a skull found
in one of the graves provide evidence for the graveyard (Fig.
7). In addition to the skull, bones lying scattered on the lake
bed are also among other finds that belong to the graves (Fig.
8). So, it is certain that the basilica, both inside and outside,
were used for burials. The graves extend until the remains of
a temenos wall. The link between these graves and the Nika-
ia Necropolis will be elucidated by further studies.

2 Building graves inside and outside a basilica is common in
Christianity. e.g. see. Crete Eleutherna Basilica (BOURBOU
2010, 31 fig. 1.4) or Zoodochos Pigi Church in Crete
(http://www.doaks.org/research/byzantine/project-grant-re-
ports/2010-2011/bourbou#.Vdj-sZ-
Vmuo.google_plusone_share).
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Yiizey arastirmasinin 6nemli kesiflerinden bir di-
geri, temenos duvari olarak adlandirdigimiz duvarin
batisinda uzanan yapi kalintisidir (Fig. 9). Teme-
nos duvarina paralel sekilde kuzey-giiney dog-
rultusunda ilerleyen yapinin duvarlari kyklopik sa-
yilabilecek biiyiikliikte dortgen kesme blok tas-
lardan olusmaktadir. Blok taslar T seklinde bir form
gostermektedir. Duvarin muhtemel uzunlugu 14,88
metre, genisligi 0,80 metre ve yiiksekligi 0,70 met-
redir. Bu kalintmin dogusunda, temenos duvari ile oy
kalint1 arasinda dikdortgen seklinde horasan har-
ci ile tutturulan moloz taslarla insa edilmis bir di-
ger yap1 daha bulunmaktadir (Fig. 9). Yapi kalin-
tisinin uzunlugu 11,13 metre, genisligi ise 6,22 met-
redir. Yapimnimn duvar kalinhgt ise 1,17 metredir.

Hava fotograflarinda da goriilen ve kuzey giiney
dogrultusunda kiyiya kadar uzanan duvar kalmti- i
smin gsimdilik temenos duvari oldugunu disiini-
yoruz (Fig. 9.10). %

Another important finding of the survey was
the remains lying to the west of the wall that we
called the temenos wall (Fig. 9). The walls of

the structure extending in parallel to the temenos
wall in the north-south direction are made of
large, quadrangular cut stones almost of cy-
clopean size. The blocks are T-shaped. The wall i
is probably 14,88 meters long, and 0,80 meters

wide, and 0,70 meters high. To the east of these

remains, there is another structure built with

rectangular rubble stones and powdered

bricks between the temenos wall and the re-

mains (Fig. 9). The building is 11,13 me-
ters long, and 6,22 meters wide with a i
wall thickness of 1,17 meters.

For now, we suggest that the wall re- ;
mains extending in the north-south : 2
direction towards the shoreline as
seen during the first survey by aer- 4
ial photography belong to a £
temenos wall (Fig. 9, 10). ,

ak
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Duvar, bazilikanin bati uzantisindan baslayip, kuzeye dog-
ru devam ederek tath bir egimle doguya dogru ilerleyip, 9
metrelik bir kesintiden sonra kiytya kadar uzanmaktadir. {l-
ging olan durum, duvarin giiney-bati istikametinde bazili-
kanin gliney dig duvari hizasinda bitirilmis olmasidir.

Yani bu boliimde gol ile bazilika arasinda herhangi
bir sete yer verilmemistir. S6z konusu duvar kalintisi
kiyidan yaklasik 98 metre acikta olup, gol seviyesin-
den 2,70 metre asagidadir. Duvar giiney tarafta taban
seviyesinde kyklopik kesme tas bloklardan (Fig. 11),
bunun tizerinde ise har¢li moloz taglardan olusan bir 6r-
giiden olugmaktadir. Duvarin bu bolimiimiin uzunlu-
gu 48 metre, genisligi ortalama 1,5 metre, yliksekligi
ise yaklasik 0,70 metredir. Duvardan sonra g6l tabanmin
yaklasik 2 metre daha derinde oldugu ve bu bolgede
daha keskin bir egimle derinlestigi anlagilmaktadir. 9
metre araliktan sonra duvar yaklasik 39 metre daha de-
vam eder. Bu boliimde duvar karakter degistirerek sa-
dece kesme blok taglardan olugmaktadir.
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Fig. 11

The wall starts from the west wing of the basilica, con-
tinues in the north direction, and then extends in east di-
rection on a smooth slope, finally reaches the coastline af-
ter a 9 meters long interruption. Surprisingly, the wall ends
up in parallel to the southern wall of the basilica in the south-
west direction. That means in this section there was no bar-
rier between the lake and the basilica. The wall remains
is approximately 98 meters off from the coast and 2,70 m
below the lake surface. The southern part of the wall was
built with cyclopean cut stone blocks in substructure (Fig.
11), and rubble stone masonry with powdered bricks in su-
perstructure. This section of the wall is 48 meters long,
with an average width of 1,5 meters, and an approximate
height of 0,70 meters. It appears that the bottom of the lake
is approximately 2 meters deeper after the wall, and it gets
deeper with a steep incline at this section. After an inter-
ruption of 9 meters, the wall continues further for ap-
proximately 39 meters. At this section, the wall changes
in pattern, as it was built of cut stones only.
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Diizenli devam eden tas sirasinin 6niinde gelisigii-
zel dagilmis tag bloklari da yer almaktadir. Diizenli s1-
ralanan taglarin daginik duranlara gore daha kiiciik ol-
mast bunlarin, duvarm yikilan parcalari olma ihtimalini
azaltirken, g6l dalgalarinin engellenmesine yonelik insa
edilen bir mendirek olma olasiligini giiclendirmekte-
dir. Tarafimizdan baglatilan kazilar duvarm hangi amag-
la insa edildigini aydinlatmaya yardime1 olacaktir.

Gol igerisindeki ilging buluntulardan bir digeri ba-
zilikanin kuzey dogusunda yer alan exedra seklindeki
kalintidir (Fig. 12).

Yerinde yaptigimiz incelemelerde, her iki blok ara-
sinda ortalama 0,30 metre genisliginde kanal seklinde
bir bosluk bulundugu anlagilmistir (Fig. 13). Top-
lam uzunlugu yaklasik 6 metre ve genisligi 1,26 met-
redir; dogusu ile batisi arasindaki kot farki 0,24 met-
redir. Kalintinin ne oldugu heniiz tam olarak anlagi-
lamamustir.

Kalmtilarin merkezinde bazilika yer almaktadir
(Fig. 14). Kiyidan yaklasik 50 metre uzakta, dogu bat1
istikametinde uzanan ¢ nefli yap1 kalintisinin distan
disa toplam uzunlugu 41,32 metre, genisligi ise
18,61 metredir. Orta nefin uzunlugu 20,03 metre, ge-
nisligi 7,95 metredir. Yan neflerden kuzeydeki 3,32
metre, giiney nef ise 3,15 metredir. Bu dl¢iime gore
gliney nef kuzeye gore biraz daha dardir. Duvar ka-
lmliklar1 da ortalama 1 metredir. Yapinin dogusunda
yer alan apsisin ¢ap1 6,85 metredir. Apsisin giineyinde
yer alan ve diakonikon oldugunu diisiindiigiimiiz bo-
liimde 1,97 metre uzunlugunda, 0,70 metre genisli-
ginde bir lahit yer almaktadir; 6l¢iilebilen derinligi 0,30
metredir.
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There are also some randomly scattered stone
blocks in front of the course of stones that contin-
ues regularly. The regular course of stones being
smaller than the scattered stones makes it less like-
ly that they they fell from the wall, however it is most
likely that they belonged to a breakwater built to
block the hefty waves of the lake. We expect to have
more information about the nature of the wall dur-
ing our excavations.

Another interesting finding inside the lake is the
exedra shaped remains to the northeast of the basil-
ica (Fig. 12). There was a 0,30 m wide space in the
shape of a canal between the two blocks (Fig. 13).
Its total length is approximately 6 meters and its width
is 1,26 meters; the elevation difference between the
eastern and the western parts is 0,24 meters. Its func-
tion is still uncertain.

The basilica is located at the center of the remains
(Fig. 14). Lying approximately 50 metres off from
the coast in the east-west direction, the architectur-
al remains with three naves have an overall length
of 41,32 meters, and width of 18,61 meters. The mid-
dle nave is 20,03 meters long, and 7,95 meters wide.
The northern nave is 3,32 meters long, and the south-
ern nave is 3,15 meters long. Based on these meas-
urements, the southern nave is a little narrower than
the northern nave. The average wall thickness is 1
meters. The diameter of the apse to the east of the
building is 6,85 m. There is a sarcophagus measut-
ing 1,97 m in length and 0,70 m in width in the sec-
tion to the south of the apse, presumably a diacon-
icon; the measured depth is 0,30 meters.
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Lahidin kuzey uzun bolimi parapet bloklarinin bir-
lestirilmesi ile olusturulmustur (Fig. 15). Birlesme yeri i¢
béliimden sivanarak kapatilmistir. Lahidin yekpare blok
olarak degil de, parcalarin birlestirilmesi ile tamamlanmast,
lahdin buraya odanim insasinin tamamlanmasindan son-
ra yerlestirildigini diistindtirmektedir. Lahdin icerisinde is-
kelet olup olmadigi kazilar sonunda anlasilacaktir. Oda-
nin kuzey duvari diyagonal olup dogu boliimiintin sinir-
lar1 sediment altinda kaldigindan belirlenememistir. Oda-
nin meveut genisligi yaklasik 4,06 metredir.

Ekedranin kuzey tarafinda yer alan ve prothesis odasi
oldugunu diistindiigiimiiz bolim ise 3,88 metre uzunlu-
gunda ve 4,31 metre genisligindedir. Mekanin yiizeyin-
de herhangi bir kalintiya rastlayamadik. Duvarlarin bir-
lesme yerlerinden anlasildigr kadart ile pastaphoria bo-
limiinde yer alan her iki oda yap1 ile ayni zamanda insa
edilmis olmalidir.

Yapinin batisinda nartex ve atrium boliimleri yer al-
maktadir (Fig. 16). Nartexin genisligi 3,95 metredir. Ku-
zey dar ytizdeki aciklik bazilikanin giris kapisinin bura-
da yer almis olabilecegini diistindiirmektedir.

Yapinin en batisinda yer alan atrium béliimiiniin uzun-
lugu yaklasik 7,87 metre, 6lciilebilen genisligi ise 16,57
metredir (Fig. 17). Atrium boliimiiniin giineyde nartex ile

bir nis dikkat cekmektedir.

birlesme yerinde duvarda yaklasik 0,60 metre dermhgmde :

The longer northern part of the sarcophagus was
built by attaching parapet blocks (Fig. 15). The junc-
tions were covered by mortar on the inside. The fact
that the sarcophagus was not a monolith, but composed
of separate parts suggests that it was placed inside af-
ter construction of the room. Excavations will yield =
evidence of any human remains. The northern wall
of the room is diagonal. The boundaries of the east-
ern section are not visible since it has been obscured
by sedimentation. The approximate width of the room
1s 4,06 meters.

The northern part of the building to the north of the
exedra, presumably a prothesis, measures 3,88 me-
ters in length and 4,31 meters in width. There is no
remains on the floor. Wall junctions suggest that both
rooms in the pastophorium were built at the same time
with the building.

To the west of the building lies the narthex and the =
atrium (Fig. 15). The width of the narthex is 3,95 me-
ters. The opening on the narrow northern facade sug-
gests that the entrance to the basilica was on this side. ;
The atrium on the westernmost part of the structur
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Denizcilik Arkeolojisi Dergisi

Atriumun giineyinde 2,89 metre genigliginde bir mekan
bulunmaktadir. Orta béliimde ise 3,65 metre ¢apinda an-
lamlandiramadigimiz bir kalint1 yer almaktadir.

Bazilika kalmtisinin plan sekli ve dlgiileri Iznik Ayasof-
ya Kilisesi (2. Murat Camii) ile benzerlikler gostermekte-
dir®. Duvar temelleri her iki yapida da biiyiik boyutlu kes-
me taglarla insa edilmistir (Fig. 18).

Aralarindaki fark, Ayasofya Kilisesinin mevcut du-
varlarmin kiremit ile, bazilikanin ise horasan har¢li mo-
loz taslarla insa edilmis olmasidir. Benzer sekilde Iznik
Ayasofya Kilisesinin diakonikon béliimiinde de bir lahit
bulunmaktadir. Ayasofya kilisesinin nartex boliimii zaman
icerisinde oldukgca tahrip olmus, atrium boliimii ise car-
do maximus nedeniyle eksiktir. Bu nedenle bazilika ka-
zilarinda elde edilecek veriler, benzer formada insa edi-
len Ayasofya Kilisesi’nin planinin daha iyi anlasilmasinda
onemli rol oynayacaktir.

Yiizey arastirmasinin ilk boliimiinde bazilika kalintismin
ve cevresindeki kalintilarm plamnin ¢ikartiimasi hedeflenmis
ve caligma takvimi icerisinde bu hedef gerceklestirilmistir.
Yapmm konumu g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, bazilikanin
antik kent planinda sur duvarlarmin diginda, gél kiyisinda
yer aldigi gortilmektedir. Kent digindaki bu 6zel durumu
nedeniyle burada bir manastir kompleksi olabilir. Yapmin
dogu batt yoniinde uzanmasi, dikdortgen planda olmast, tig
nefinin bulunmasi ve dogu tarafinda yer alan apsis nede-
niyle bu kalmtmin bazilika planli bir kilise oldugunu di-

3 Ayasofya Kilisesi ile ilgili olarak bkz. MOLLERS 1994, passim.

stiniiyoruz. Yapinin i¢inde ve etrafinda bugiine kadar yap-
tigimiz incelemelerde en az 36 mezarin bulundugu anla-
silmistir. Yapiin kenti ¢ceviren sur duvarlarmin disinda bu-
lunmast, g6l kiyisindaki konumu ve ¢evresinde tespit etti-
gimiz cok sayida mezar Bazilikal Kilisenin, daha 6nce ile-
ri stirdiigimiiz gibi?, ¢ok geng yasta martyr (sehit) edilen
Aziz Neophitos’a adanmig bir martyrium olma olasiligint
hala devam ettirmektedir.

Bununla birlikte, Vatikan Miizelerinden birisi olan Sis-
tina Sapeli’nde (Cappella Sistina) yer alan fresklerden bi-
risinde Iznik te (Nikaia) 325 yilinda toplanan 1. Konsiil res-
medilmistir (Fig. 19). Hiristiyanlik dininde 4 biiyiik mez-
hebin de tanidig1 1. Konsiiliin toplantt yaptig1 yapinin yeri
gliniimiizde hala gizemini korumaktadir. S6z konusu fresk-
te konsiil toplantisi, toplantinin yapildigi yapr ile birlikte res-
medilmigtir’.

Fresk, 1590 yilina tarihlenmis olsa da, opus sectile ze-
min ve sol késede betimlenen pencereden dis mekana ait
bir manzara goriintiisiine yer verilmesi, freski konumuz
acisindan ilging hale getirmektedir. Kazilar ilerledikge ba-
zilika zeminin mozaikle mi, yoksa opus sectile ile mi ka-
patildig1 daha iyi anlagilacaktir. Pencereden gosterilen man-
zarada ise toplantinin yapildigi yapmin sur duvarlarmimn
disinda ve Iznik Golii’ne yakn bir yerde oldugu anlasil-
maktadir. Bu tanim Iznik Golii’nde kazisina basladigmiz
yapry1 akla getirmektedir. Acaba, 1. Konsiil Toplantisinin
yapildigi Senato Saray1 burast miydi?

4 SAHIN 2014, 2-5; SAHIN 2014a, 16-20; SAHIN et al 2014, 8-10; SAHIN et al 2014a, 76-84; SAHIN et al 2014b, 42-45.

> VETH 2003, 295-306.
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To the south of the atrium is a room, which is 2,89
meters wide. At the center there are remains with a di-
ameter 3,65 m with unknown function.

The plan and size of the basilica have similarities
with the Church of Hagia Sophia (Murat II Mosque)
in Iznik 3. The wall foundations of both buildings were
built with large cut stones (Fig. 18). The only differ-
ence between them is that Hagia Sophia was built with
bricks, and the walls of the basilica were made of rub-
ble stones and filled with brick dust mortar. Similar-
ly, there is also a sarcophagus in the diaconicon sec-
tion of the Church of Hagia Sophia. The narthex of the
Hagia Sophia Church has been damaged to a greater
extent over time, and there is no atrium due to cardo
maximus. Therefore, any data from the basilica dur-
ing the excavations will contribute to the understanding
of the plan of the Church of Hagia Sophia that was built
in a similar form. The aim of the first part of the sur-
vey was to determine the construction layout of the
basilica and the remains surrounding it, and these tasks
were completed within the given schedule. Considering
the location of the structure, it appears that it was an
extramural church on the shore of the lake. Therefore,
there might be a monastery complex in this location.
The remains can be considered to have belonged to
a basilica- plan church based on its east/west axis, rec-

3 For Church of Hagia Sophia, please see. MOLLERS 1994, passim.
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Fig. 19

tangular plan, having three naves and an apse on the
eastern section. Our observations showed there are at
least 36 graves in and around the structure. Given the
fact that it is outside the city walls and located near
the lake, and there are many graves, it is still likely
that it may be a martyrdom dedicated to St. Neophytes,
who became a martyr very young as we claimed ear-
ligt4;

On the other hand, the First Council of Nicaea in 325
was depicted in the fresco in the Sistine Chapel in Vat-
ican (Cappella Sistina) (Fig. 19). The meeting place
of the First Council, which is recognized by all four
major denominations in Christianism, still remains un-
known.

Above mentioned fresco depicts the council meet-
ing along with the building®. Although the fresco was
dated to 1590, depiction of an opus sectile floor and
landscape from a window on the left corner make the
fresco interesting for our study. As the excavations con-
tinue, more information will be available on if the basil-
ica floor was paved with mosaics or opus sectile. Based
on the landscape, it appears that the meeting was held
in an extramural building and by the Iznik Lake, which
shares similarities with the building we are going to
excavate. Was it the senate palace where the 1% Coun-
cil took place?

4 SAHIN 2014, 2-5; SAHIN 2014a, 16-20; SAHIN et al 2014, 8-10; SAHIN et al 2014a, 76-84; SAHIN et al 2014b, 42-45.

S VETH 2003, 295-306.
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Roma Imparatoru Commodos
Devrinde (M.S. 180-192) kent sur-
larinin disina M.S. 183 yilinda bir
Apollon Tapmag: yaptirildigi bi-
linmektedir®. Yazili kaynaklara gore
isin basinda Baktyanus bulunmak-
tadir. Bazilikanin nartex boliimiin-
de olmak iizere yiizeyde mermer sii-
tun tamburu veya mimari elamanlar
gibi anlamlandiramadigimiz ¢ok
sayida biiylik boyutlu mimari mal-
zeme tespit edilmistir (Fig. 20). Bu
elemanlar, Commodos tarafindan
yaptirilan Apollon Tapinagi’nin ba-
zilika temellerinin altinda olduguna
isaret edebilir mi? Biitlin bu sorular
heniiz baslanmis olan arkeolojik
kazilar ilerledikce cevap bulacaktir.
(Fig. 21). iznik Golii sualt1 kalinti-
lar1 gizemini siirdiirmeye devam
etmektedir (Fig. 22).

6 SAHIN 1987, 15

It is already known that a Temple
of Apollo was built in 183 outside the
city walls during the Period of Ro-
man Emperor Commodus (180-192
AD)S. According to the written
sources, the leadman for the con-
struction was Bactianus. Many large
size architectural elements were
found, mainly on the floor of the
narthex of the basilica such as a mar-
ble column pedestal or other archi-
tectural elements of unknown func-
tions (Fig. 20). Can these elements
suggest that the Temple of Apollo
built by Commodos are superim-
posed by foundations of the basilica?

While the excavations that we
have recently started may provide an-
swers to all these questions (Fig. 21),
the underwater remains of the Lake
[znik still remain a mystery (Fig. 22).

6 SAHIN 1987, 15
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