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YONETIM:

1999 yilinda bir grup denizsever is adami tarafindan kurulmustur.

@ Tiirkiye ve denizlerimizdeki arkeolojik zenginlikleri diinya kamuoyu ve bilimsel kurumlara
anlatmak. Bu meyanda yurti¢i ve yurtdisi yayinlar, konferanslar, paneller, seminerler, acik
oturumlar, ssmpozyumlar, kurslar, fuarlar, senlikler, sergiler, festivaller, toplu inceleme gezi-
leri gibi sanatsal etkinlikler ve toplantilar diizenlemek.

@ T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 izni ve denetimi altinda yapilacak olan arastirma, kazi, konservas-
yon ve sergileme faaliyetlerinde bulunan yurt i¢i ve yurt dis1 bilimsel kuruluslara, miizelere,
tniversitelere destek saglamak ve saglanmasina yardimci olmak.

@ T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanligi izni ve denetimi altinda karasularimizda bilimsel metodlar ile giinii-
miiz teknolojik imkanlar1 nispetinde sualt1 aragtirmalar1 ve kazilar1 yapmak.

Sualt1 arkeolojik eserlerimizi tespit etmek, mevkilerini gerekli mercilere bildirerek korunma-
ya alimmalarini saglamak.

@ Hali hazirda bu konuda faaliyet gosteren miize ve kuruluslar ile igbirligi yapmak ve bunlara
destek saglamak. Bu tip miizelerin ve kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin ¢ogalmasimi saglamak, yeni giri-
simlere firsat verecek onlemleri almak.

® Bu meyanda denizlerimizde goriilen ve hizla yayilmakta olan sualtt kirliligini 6nleyici
tedbirler almak, alinmasini saglamak ve bu konuda diger kuruluslar ile igbirligi saglamak.

@ Vakif amag ve galigma konularindaki egitim ve 0gretim kurumlarimi gelistirmek ve bu
amagla 6grenciler yetistirmek igin burslar vermek.
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*Oguz Aydemir

Ea

SUNUS / PRESENTATION

Neolitik Donem denizcilik hareketleri son sayimizin bag-
ligin1 olugturuyor. Son derece ilging ve ¢ok degerli katki
saglayan bilim insanlarmin makaleleriyle bu basligin ¢ok
ilging bulunacagini diisliniiyoruz. Yaymimiz ¢ikartilma-
ya bagladigindan bu yana stirekli farkli konular1 giindeme
getirme bagarisini gosteren Editoriimiiz Mehmet Bezdan’1
bu vesileyle kutlamamiz gerekiyor. Yayimnn siirekliligi-stir-
diiriilebilir olmasinin 6nemi kadar bu husus da fevkalade
Onem arz ediyor yayin hayatinda.

Besinci yil cilt kapagini 2018 yilinin son aylarinda olaga-
niistli bir kesfin Tiirkiye karasularinda yer almasina tahsis
ettik. Dog. Dr. Hakan Oniz’in Antalya yakinlarinda kesfet-
tigi MO 16-15. yiizy1l batig1 diinyada bulunan en eski batik
olma 6zelligine sahip. Bu heyecan verici kesif bir kez daha
Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu sualt1 kiiltiir miras1 zenginligini
gozler oniine sermektedir. Bu kesifle, her zaman vurguladi-
Simiz gibi, sualt1 arkeolojisi agisindan Tiirkiye’nin ne ka-
dar 6nemli bir iilke oldugunu bir kez daha gérmek miimkiin
olmustur.

Sualti arkeolojisinin bilimsel temelleri Turkiye’de atil-
mugtir. Diinya’da sualt1 arkeolojisinin babasi olarak bilinen
Prof. Dr. George Bass Tiirkiye karasularinda 60 yila yakin
hizmet verirken su anda yerine en 6nemli arkeolog olarak
saygl duyulan Prof. Dr. Cemal Pulak’1, bir Tiirk arkeologu
da yetistirmigtir. Sualt1 Arkeoloji Enstitiisii INA 60 yildir
Tiirkiye’de bu bilim dalinin gelismesine onciiliik etmistir.
Bu 6nemli kurum Tiirkiye’nin en etkin reklamini yaparken,
kiiltiir turizmine de katkida bulunmustur. Diinya’nin en
eski ahsap kadirgasi da Tiirkiye’de sergilenmektedir. Yuka-
ridaki satirlarda paylastigim son kesifle birlikte daha dnce
yine Tiirkiye kiyilarinda bulunan diger Tung Cag: batiklari
Uluburun ve Gelidonya ile birlikte diinyanin en eski batik-
lar1 bu sularda bulunmus, bilimsel arastirmasi yapilmis ve
bilim diinyasina sunulmustur.

Bu ozellikleriyle Tiirkiye hem ¢ok degisik donemlere ait
hem de en eski 6rnekleri sualtinda barindiran bir iilke olma
konumundadir. Sualt1 arkeolojisi konusunda ayni zaman-
da ¢ok degerli bilim adamlariyla diinyada saygin bir yere
sahiptir. Bunlar1 en iyi sekilde yansitacak miizeleri de be-
raberinde 6n plana almasi Tiirkiye’yi emsalsiz bir konuma
tastyacaktir.

* TINA Tiirkiye Sualti Arkeolojisi Vakfi
Yonetim Kurulu Baskani

The title of our latest issue is about the maritime activi-
ties during the Neolithic Period. We believe that this inte-
resting title is fair for the captivating articles by scientists
who provide us with their priceless contributions. We are
much obliged to Mehmet Bezdan, our Editor who made
sure that various topics were discussed in each issue since
our starting date. This matter is as much important in the
lifetime of a periodical, as are its continuity and sustaina-
bility.

We dedicated the cover of the 5th-year-issue to an extra-
ordinary finding in Turkish waters in late 2018. The disco-
very of a shipwreck that belongs to the 16th — 15th centuries
BC by Asst. Prof. Hakan Oniz near Antalya is the earliest
ever known throughout the world. This exciting discovery
once again reflects abundancy of cultural heritage in Tur-
kish waters. With this discovery, as we kept emphasizing in
the past, it couldn’t have become more obvious how signi-
ficant Turkey is for underwater archaeology.

The scientific foundations of the underwater archaeology
was first built in Turkey. Recognized as the father of un-
derwater archaeology, Prof. George Bass spent around 60
years surveying and excavating in Turkish waters, and now
a most respected Turkish archaeologist, Prof. Cemal Pu-
lak, who follows his discipline, is his successor. INA, the
Institute of Nautical Archaeology has pioneered in impro-
vement of this science in Turkey for 60 years. This outstan-
ding institution not only efficiently publicized Turkey, but
also contributed to the cultural tourism of the country. The
oldest known galley is currently being displayed in Turkey.
In addition to the recent discovery that I mentioned above,
the Uluburun and Gelidonya shipwrecks from Bronze Age
found in Turkish shores represent three of the oldest shipw-
recks discovered around the world, that were scientifically
studied and introduced to the world of science.

With all these features, Turkey is a country that contains
the shipwrecks both from diverse periods and their oldest
examples. Along with its invaluable scientists, it has a very
special, and very respected role in the world of underwater
archaeology. Turkey could be placed in an unmatched sta-
tus when priority is given to museums to reflect all these
features.

*Chairman of the Board
TINA Turkish Foundation for Underwater
Archaeology



* Mehmet
Bezdan

EDITOR / EDITOR

TINA Dergisinin bir dnceki 9. sayisinda agirlikli olarak Ege
ve Kibris Neolitik toplumlarmin denizle ve denizcilikle olan
iligkilerini inceleyen makalelere yer vermistik. Dergimizin bu
sayisindaki makaleler Neolitik toplumlarini incelemeye devam
ediyorlar. 10. sayimiz Levant ve Marmara kiyilarindaki Ne-
olitik Donem toplumlarinin denizcilik etkinliklerini ele alan
konunun 6nde gelen uzmanlari tarafindan kaleme alinmis ii¢
kapsamli makaleye ayrildi.

Israilli meslektaglarimiz Ehud Galili, Liora Kolska Norwitz
ve Baruch Rosen sualtinda kalmis Neolitik Donem yerlesme-
lerini etkin bir bicimde tespit etmek, kazmak ve arastirmak
i¢in gelistirdikleri ¢ok disiplinli ve ¢ok yonlii metodolojilerini
tanittiklari yazilarinda, Israil’de ilk olarak uygulanan bu yon-
temle sualtinda 17 yeni prehistorik yerlesmenin kesfedildigini
bildiriyorlar. Makalede sualtinda kalmis Canak Comleksiz Ne-
olitik C ve Canak Comlekli Neolitik Donem yerlesmelerinde
yapilan kazilar ve arastirmalardan yola ¢ikarak, Levant Neoli-
tigi izerine gelistirilen yeni modeller ve yorumlar yer almakta.
Sualtinda kalan prehistorik yerlesmelerin tespiti ve kazisinin
heniiz baglangi¢ asamasinda oldugu iilkemizde s6z konusu
makaleyle tanitilan “Israil Modelinin” Tiirkiyeli arastirmacilar
i¢in oldukea degerli ve faydali oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz.

Mehmet Ozdogan “The Sea of Marmara and the Transmissi-
on of Neolithic way of living from Anatolia to Europe™ baglikli
yazistyla Marmara Denizi ¢evresinde geligsen Neolitik kiiltiir-
lerinin denizle ve denizcilikle olan yakin baglarini dzellikle
bolge toplumlarinda 6n plana ¢ikan balik¢ilik ve yumusakca
toplayiciliginin arkeolojik kanitlarini sunarak ele altyor. Daha
once yaymlanmamis resimlere ve bilgilere yer veren bu maka-
le, Marmara Neolitigi ve denizcilik arasindaki iliskiyi merkeze
alarak degerlendiren ilk yazi olma niteliginde. Makalede ayri-
ca denizciligin ve denizcilik teknolojisinin gelisimiyle Neoli-
tik yasam biciminin Avrupa’ya transferinin de birbiriyle iligkili
oldugu onerilmekte, boylece prehistorik donem caligmalarinda
su yollarinin 6nemi bir kez daha vurgulanmis olmaktadir.

Son olarak, Cédric Bodet Kibris Neolitigi iizerine “Neolit-
hic Cyprus: An Isolated Reflection of the Mainland” baslikli
makalesinde Kibris Neolitiginin Levant ve Anadolu ile olan
kiiltiirel baglarinin glicliiliigiinii tartigtyor. Levant kiyilarindan
kaynaklandigini diisiindiigii Erken Neolitik Kibris kiiltiiriin{in
bu giiclii baglarinin nedeni olarak ise Epipaleolitik Dénem-
den beri gelismekte olan denizcilik etkinliklerinin varligini
gostermekte. Diger yandan, Neoltik Donemin sonuna dogru,
Kibris’taki Khirokitia Evresi’nin baslangiciyla i¢ine kapanan
Kibris toplumlarinin bir adada yastyor olmanin dogal sonugla-
rin1 deneyimlemis olmalarina bagliyor. Her zaman oldugu gibi,
yazarlarimiza ve hakemlerimize tesekkiirii bir borg biliriz.

Ayrica bu sayimizda sizlere diinyanin en eski batigmin Tiir-
kiye karasularinda bulundugunun haberini vermekten mutlu-
luk duyuyoruz. Daha dnce bilindigi gibi 1983 yilinda Tiirki-
ye kiyilarinda bulunmus Uluburun Batigi diinyanin bilinen
en eski batig1 olarak 11 yil boyunca kazilmisti. Yeni batik ise
2018 yilmin son aylarinda yine Tiirkiye kiyilarinda bulundu.
Ik verilere gére MO 16-15. yiizyila ait oldugu diisiiniilen ba-
t1igm arkeoloji diinyasina yeni bilgiler sunacagina inantyoruz.
Hakan Oniz ve ekibini yeni kesfi nedeniyle kutluyoruz. Ayrica
bu sayida yazi ve fotograflariyla dergimize katkida bulunan
herkese tesekkiir ederiz.

 ** Ciler
! Cilingiroglu

Our previous (the 9th) issue mainly included articles on the
Aegean and Cypriot Neolithic communities and their relations
with the marine and maritime. The articles in present issue con-
tinue to focus on the Neolithic communities, including three
comprehensive articles by prominent scholars tackling the ma-
ritime activity of Neolithic communities who lived on the sho-
res of the Levant and the Marmara Sea.

In their article introducing a multi-disciplinary and multi-as-
pect methodology they developed in order to identify, excavate
and study submerged Neolithic settlements effectively, our Is-
raeli colleagues Ehud Galili, Liora Kolska Norwitz and Baru-
ch Rosen report discovery of 17 submerged prehistoric settle-
ments, using this methodology for the first time in Israel. The
article also provides information on new models and comments
on the Neolithic Period of the Levant based on excavations and
surveys performed in the submerged Pre-Pottery Neolithic C
and the Pottery Neolithic Period settlements. We believe that
the “Israeli Model” is invaluable and very beneficial for the
Turkish archaeologists, considering that detection and excava-
tion of submerged prehistoric settlements have only recently
begun in our country.

The article by Mehmet Ozdogan titled “The Sea of Marmara
and the Transmission of Neolithic way of living from Anato-
lia to Europe” provides archaeological evidence on fishing and
collecting molluscs by the communities of Neolithic culture in
the Marmara region who were tightly connected to the marine
and maritime. Providing photographs, illustrations, and infor-
mation that were never published before, it seems to be the first
text that evaluates the relation between the Neolithic Period of
the Marmara region and the maritime. The article also claims
that the development of the maritime and the maritime tech-
nology are associated with the transfer of the Neolithic way of
life to the European continent, highligthing the significance of
waterways in prehistoric studies once more.

Finally, the article of Cédric Bodet on the Neolithic Cyprus
titled “Neolithic Cyprus: An Isolated Reflection of the Main-
land” is about a study of strong cultural connections between
the Minor Asia, the Levant and Cyprus. According to Bodet,
the strong ties of the Early Neolithic Cyprus derives from the
coast settlements of the Levant with the presence of maritime
activities developing since the Epipaleolithic Period. On the ot-
her hand, he indicates that with the Khirokitia Phase, Cypriots
experience a period of isolation during the Late Neolithic that
involves the obvious consequences of living on an island. We
are, as we always have been, greatful to our authors and peers.

Last but not least, we are very happy to announce the disco-
very of the world’s oldest shipwreck in Turkish waters in late
2018. We all know that the Uluburun shipwreck found in 1983
again in Turkish waters was excavated as the world’s oldest
shipwreck for 11 years. According to the preliminary data ob-
tained, dating back to ca. 16™-15" BC, the recently discovered
shipwreck will be providing new information to the world of
archaeology. Congratulations to Hakan Oniz and his team for
the discovery. We would also like to thank everyone for their
contribution to this issue with their photographs and articles.

* Editor / Chief Editor: Mehmet Bezdan. mehmet@bezdan.org

** Ciler Cilingiroglu, Ege Universitesi.

** Ciler Cilingiroglu. Ege University. cilingirogluciler@hotmail.com 1
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2018 KAZILARI

2018 sezonu sualt1 kazilar1 siirenin 2 aya
cekilmesi nedeniyle sadece narteks ile sinir-
landirilmistir. Sualt1 kazilarma stratejik pla-
nimizda 9 ve 10 numara ile isaretlenen alan-
larda baglanmigtir (Fig. 1). 9 numarali sondaj
kazisinda yapinin rolovesinde eksik olan ana
girig kapisinin, 10 numaralida ise narteksten
bazilikaya girisi saglayan ara kapinin bulun-
mas1 hedeflenmistir.

SONDAJ 9

2015 yilinda yapilan ylizey arastirmasinda
yapiya ait rolevede narteksin kuzey duvari-
nin tamami ve batt duvarinin bir béliimii go-
zitkmedigi i¢in plana islenememisti'. Bu ne-
denle 2018 kazilarinda 6ncelikli alanlardan
birisi de 8 x 4 m 6l¢iilerindeki Sondaj 9
olmustur.

Sondaj alaninda yapilan kazi ve temizlik
caligmalarinda pigmis toprak stroterli catki
mezarlarin burada da devam ettigi anlasilmis-
tir. Ancak bu alandaki mezarlar iizerine yiki-
lan yapmin agir taglar1 nedeniyle cogunlukla
dagilmustir. Tyi durumda kurtarilan ve kazisi
yapilan bir mezardan (KM 11) bol miktarda
insan kemigi ¢cikmistir. Mezar dogu bat1 yo-
nlinde uzanmakta olup, kemik dizilisinden
hareketle bag kisminin batida oldugu soyle-
nebilir. Kemiklerin 6n incelemelerine gore
mezar yetiskin erkek bir bireye ait olmalidir.

Sondaj 9 kazilarinda bekledigimiz hem ana
girig kapisi, hem de bazilika ile atrium arasin-
da uzanmasi gereken narteksin kuzey duvari-
na ait herhangi bir tas siras1 bulunamamustir.
Ancak kazi esnasinda tespit ettigimiz 17 adet
¢ivi ve karbon pargalari, her ne kadar esik
veya kap1 sovesi bulamamig olsak da, burada
olast bir ahgap kapimin olabilecegini diisiin-
diirmektedir.

Sondaj 9 kazilarinda 56 adet bronz sikke,
6 adet seramik pargasi, 5 adet bronz obje, 4
adet kursun parga, birisi biz olmak lizere 2
adet bronz obje, 1 adet kemik ele gegmistir.

' SAHIN 2015, 43 Fig. 12.

Fig. 1: Stratejik planimiza gore belirlenen sondaj alanlari.
Fig. 1: Strategic soundings planned.
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Fig. 2: Yapi icerisinde bugiine dek kazi, temizlik ve mimari ¢izim
caligmalari yapilan tiim boliimler.

Fig. 2: All sections inside the structure with completed excavation,
cleaning and architectural drawings.

*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin, Uludag Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
*Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin. Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Science and Letters, Uludag University 16059 Goriikle — Bursa.
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Fig. 3: Belirlenen agma siirlart.
Fig. 3: Trench limits.

2018 EXCAVATIONS

In 2018, the underwater excavations were confined
with the narthex due to a limited campaign of 2 months.
The excavations started in areas 9 and 10 in our strate-
gic plan (Fig. 1). The sounding #9 is aimed at locating
the main entrance that lacks on the measured drawing of
the structure, while the sounding #10 aims to locate the
communicating door from the narthex into the basilica.

SOUNDING 9

Since the entirety of the northern and part of the wes-
tern narthex walls were not observed during the survey
in 2015, they could not be shown in the building plan’.
Therefore, in 2018 excavation season, one of the prio-
rity areas was the Sounding #9 which measured 8 x 4 m.

The excavation and cleaning activities in this area
revealed that the pan tile (stroteres in Greek) framed
graves continued here as well. However, the graves at
this location have fallen to pieces due to collapse of the

'SAHIN 2015, 43 Fig. 12
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heavy building stones from the overlying structure.
Abundant number of human bones were found in a
well preserved grave (KM 11) that was excavated.
The grave lies in the east-west direction, with the
head pointing to the west based on the placement of
the bones. A preliminary analysis of the bones indica-
tes that the grave should belong to a male.

We failed to find any course of stones that would
point out the presence of the main entrance and the
northern narthex wall, which should have been lying
between the basilica and the atrium during the exca-
vations at sounding #9. In the absence of any thres-
hold or door jamb, 17 nails and carbon fragments that
we found during the excavation suggest that there
should have been a wooden door at this spot.

The excavations at sounding #9 yielded 56 bronze
coins, 6 potsherds, 5 bronze objects, 4 lead fragments,
an bronze awl and another bronze object, and a bone.
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SONDAJ 10

Sondaj 10, narteks boliimiinden orta nefe gegisi sag-
layan olas1 ara kapiy1 tespit etmek amaciyla agilmistir
(Fig. 2). Bunun i¢in en uygun yer narteksin giineyinde,
atrium ve nef duvarlarinin arasinda yer almaktadir. Son-
dajin genisligi 2 metre, uzunlugu ise 3 metre olarak be-
lirlenmistir. Alanin sinirlanmasinda narteksin kuzeyine
dogru alan igerisinde yer alan bilylik boyutlu dokiintii
taglar 6nemli rol oynamigtir. Sinir belirlenirken, yapinin
mevcut beden duvarlarina zarar vermemek diisiincesi ile
nef duvari ile atrium duvarindan 1 metre mesafe bira-
kilmistir. Agma sinirlarini sualtinda rahat izleyebilmek
amaci ile koselere tlizeri sar1 renkli bantlarla kaplanmis
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demir kaziklar ¢akilmistir. Agma sinirlart ise yesil renk-
li ip ile belirgin hale getirilmistir (Fig. 3).

Acma igerisinde ylizey temizliginden sonra ilk aciga
cikan buluntular yine pismis toprak stroterli catki me-
zarlar olmustur (Fig. 4). Kazilar sirasinda agma icerisin-
de 5 adet kiremit ¢atki mezar ortaya ¢ikartilmigtir. Me-
zarlardan ikisi saglam, ikisi dagilmis durumdadir. Bir
mezarin ise yarist agma sinirinin diginda bulunmaktadir.
Dagilmig durumda olan KM-9 ve KM-10 numarali me-
zarlar temizlenerek korunan iskeletler yiizeye taginmis-
tir (Fig. 5). Saglam durumda olan mezarlara ise ilerde
in situ sergilemek tizere dokunulmayarak bu alandaki
kazilar sonlandirilmastir.

™
e |

Fig. 4: Temizlenen kiremit catk1
mezarlar.

Fig. 4: Cleaned pan tile framed
graves.

Fig. 5: 1ki mezar arasinda kalan
ve dagilmis halde bulunan KM-9
numarallt mezar.

Fig. 5: Grave no. KM-9 found
scattered around between two
graves.



SOUNDING 10

Sounding #10 was opened to determine a potential ga-
teway from the narthex into the central nave (Fig. 2).
The best possible location lies between the atrium and
the nave walls to the south of the narthex. The sounding
is 2 m wide and 3 m long, where large rubble stones
located to the north of the narthex played an important
role in delimiting the area. When determining limits, a
l-meter-margin was left untouched from the nave and
from the atrium in order to avoid any damage to the main
walls of the structure. Steel stakes strapped with yellow
bands were driven on four corners for a better visualiza-

Fig. 6: Zemine ait ¢ikint1.
Fig. 6: Projection pertaining to the floor.

ig. 8: Ge¢ Roma Doénemi kandil.
ig. 8: Oil-lamp from the Late Roman Period.
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tion of the trench limits under the water while the trench
borders were made visible with a green string (Fig. 3).

The first finds uncovered following the surface clea-
ning in the sounding were, again, tile framed graves (Fig.
4). The excavations yielded 5 tile framed graves in this
sounding, where two were found intact, and the other
two were dispersed, and half of another tomb was outsi-
de the trench limits. The two dispersed graves, KM-9 and
KM-10, were cleaned up and the skeletons were remo-
ved (Fig. 5). The two intact graves were left untouched
to be displayed in situ in the future, and the excavations
in this area were terminated.

Fig. 7: Kandile ait kalip parcasi.
Fig. 7: Mould fragment of an oil-lamp.

Fig. 10: III. Gordianus
sikkesi.

Fig. 10: A coin from
Gordianus III period.
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Narteks, kazilarinda elde edilen 6nemli verilerden
birisi ilk olarak prothesis boliimiinde duvar iizerinde
korunan zemine ait siva kalintisinin burada da tespit
edilmesi olmustur (Fig. 6). Narteksi atriumdan ayiran
duvarm dogu yiizeyinde, ylizeyden 17 cm derinlikte
bulunan bu ¢ikinti, bazilikanin tahribinden sonra, ze-
min kaplamasiin tamaminin sokiilerek alindigi yo-
niindeki kuskularimizi giiclendirmektedir.

Narteks alaninin genelinde yapilan kazilar esnasin-
da 1 adet elektron sikke, 69 adet bronz sikke ve 3 adet
amorf altin obje, 1 adet modern yiiziik, 1 adet kan-
dil, birisi kaliba ait olmak iizere 7 adet kandil pargasi
(Fig. 7), 44 adet seramik, 5 adet ¢ivi, 1 adet kabara,
14 adet fresk parca, 9 adet kursun obje, 5 adet cam
parca, 1 adet kalypter parcasi, 1 adet kiink parcasi
ve 5 adet mermer mimari parga, 8 adet opus sectile
doseme ait olabilecek renkli mermer parcasi, 2 adet
tesserae, 1 adet kemik obje, 6 adet cam pargasi ele
gecmistir.

Kazida bulunan tama yakin korunan kandillerden
bir tanesi tip ve ozellikleri ile yerel iiretim kandiller-
den olup IS. 5.-6. yiizy1l 6rnekleri arasinda benzerini
bulmaktadir (Fig. 8). Kandilin yiiksekligi 3,2 cm, ge-
nisligi 5,8 cm, diskus ¢ap1 3,8 cm, diskus delik ¢ap1 1
cm, kaide ¢ap1 2,3 santimetredir.

Altin objelerden birisi zincir seklinde olup, uglar-

dan birisi halka, digeri kancahdir (Fig. 9). Kalinlig
0,1 cm, uzunlugu 1,8 cm ve agirlhigi 0,4 gramdir.

Narteks buluntular1 arasinda yer alan sikkelerden
birisi IS 238-244 tarihi ile yine bazilika &ncesi do-
nemi temsil etmektedir (Fig. 10)2. III. Gordianus’a
ait olan sikkenin On yiiziinde saga profilden 151n tag-
It imparator biistiive ¢evresinde [AVT K M AN]T
I'OPAIANOCAVT lejanti. Arka yiizde ise kare masa;
izerinde iki tane 6diil ¢elengi, masa altinda 6diil am-
phorasi. Bronz sikkenin ¢ap1 2,4 cm, kalinlig1 0,1 cm
ve agirligr 5,2 gramdir.

DEGERLENDIRME

Bazilika kalintisinda 2017-2018 yillarinda gercek-
lestirilen sualti kazilarinda toplam 432 adet sikke ele
gecmistir. Bunlardan 52 adet sikkenin kondisyonu
iyidir. Sikkelerden 423 adeti bronz, 6 adeti glimiis, 2
adeti piring ve 1 adeti elektrondur. Sondaj 1’de 347,
Sondaj 2’de 1 adet, Sondaj 3’te 47 adet ve yiizeyde
37 adet sikke bulunmustur. Sikkeler 1.S. 2. yiizy1ldan
baslayip Cumhuriyet Donemizin erkek kuruslarina
kadar genis bir zaman dilimine yayilmaktadir. Bu
donem kazilarinda buldugumuz en erken tarihli sik-
ke 1.S. 195-197 arasina tarihlenen Clodius Albinus
sikkesidir. Tiirk Donemine ait paralar ise I. Mehmed
akgesi ve Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti kuruglar ile temsil
edilmektedir.

2 https://pro.coinarchives.com/a/lotviewer.php?LotID=300991 &AucID=527&Lot=69. (29.10.2018)
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One of the most important data obtained from the
narthex excavations is the finding of plaster remains si-
milar to those on the protected wall in the prothesis sec-
tion (Fig. 6). The projection found at 17 cm depth from
the surface on the eastern side of the wall separating the
narthex from the atrium, enhances our suspicion about
the complete removal of floor paving following destru-
ction of the basilica.

The excavations in the narthex area yielded an ele-
ctron coin, 69 bronze coins, 3 amorphous objects, 1
modern ring, 1 oil-lamp, and seven oil-lamp fragments,
with one belonging to the mould for an oil-lamp (Fig.
7), 44 ceramic objects, 5 nails, 1 hobnail, 14 fresque
fragments, 9 lead objects, 5 glass fragments, 1 calypter
fragment, 1 pipe fragment and 5 marble building-block
fragments, 8 chromatic marble fragments that should
belong to an opus sectile floor paving, 2 tesserae, 1 bone
object, and 6 glass fragments.

One of the oil-lamps that is found almost intact, and
it resembles the ones that were produced locally during
the 5th -6th centuries AD (Fig. 8). The oil-lamp is 3.2
cm high, 5.8 cm wide, with a discus diameter of 3.8 cm,
and a discus orifice diameter of 1 cm, with a base of 2.3
cm in diameter.

One of the golden objects is a chain with one end con-
taining a ring and the other end containing a hook (Fig.

2 https://pro.coinarchives.com/a/lotviewer.php?LotID=300991&AucID=527 &I ot=
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Fig. 12: Narteksde cakilli tabakanin
temizlenmesi.

Fig. 12: Clearing of the layer with
pebbles in nartex.

9). The chain is 0.1 cm wide, and 1.8 cm long, and it
weighs 0.4 grams.

One of the coins is among the finds from the narthex,
representing the period before the construction of the
basilica, ca. 238-244 AD (Fig. 10)2. The head side of the
coin that belongs to Gordian III, contains a side view of
the emperor’s bust, wearing a radiant crown and the le-
gend reads [AVT K M AN]T TOPAIANOCAVT. On the
flipside, there is a square table depiction with two laurel
wreaths on the table, and one trophy amphora under the
table. The bronze coin has a diameter of 2,4 cm, and it
is 0,1 cm thick and it weighs 5,2 grams.

CONCLUSION

The number of coins found in the basilica during
the 2017 — 2018 underwater excavations is 432. Out
of these 432 coins, 52 are in good condition, 423 are
bronze, 6 is silver, 2 are brass, and 1 is an electron
coin. Sounding 1, 2 and 3 yielded 347, 1, and 47 pieces
of coins, respectively and 37 coins were found on the
lake bottom. The coins cover a wide span from the 2nd
century AD to the early kurus (piaster) examples of
the Turkish Republic. The earliest coin that was reco-
vered during this campaign is a Clodius Albinus coin
dating to between 195 and 197 AD. The Turkish period
is represented by a Mehmed I coin and a kurus of the
Turkish Republic.

69. (29.10.2018)
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Fig. 13: 2017-2018 ka-
zilarina gore belirlenen
yapinin evreleri.

Fig. 13: Building phases
based on the excavations
in 2017-2018.
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Fig. 14: Bazilika yapisinin 2016 sezonu ¢alismalar: sirasindaki havadan goriiniimii (solda), kazilar ve tas temizligi
sonrasinda yapinin 2017 sezonu sonundaki goriiniimii (sagda).

Fig. 14: An aerial view of the Basilica building during the 2016 campaign (left), view of the structure following the
excavations and removal of stones in the end of 2017 campaign (right).

Seramik buluntularin biiyiikk ¢ogunlukla Roma impa-
ratorluk Donemine tarihlenmektedir. En erken tarihli bu-
luntular 1.S. 1. yiizyila, en geg olanlar ise IS. 7. yiizyila
aittir. IS. 1. yiizyila tarihlenen erken parcalar istisnalar
disinda IV. katmandan sonra ele gegmistir. Kap ka-
cak pargalari biiyiik cogunlukla IS. 3.-4. yiizyil arasma
tarihlenmekte olup IS. 5.-7. yiizyila ait olanlar da bulun-
maktadir (Fig. 11). Gec¢ donem buluntular1 genellikle
yiizey veya I. Katmandan gelmektedir.

2017-2018 kazilarinin sonunda prothesis, apsis, diako-
nikon ve nartesk boliimlerinde ¢alismalar 6nemli dlgiide
tamamlanmstir (Fig. 12). Yapida 4 evre tespit edilmistir
(Fig. 13). Birinci evre Pagan Donemine ait tapiak olma-
lidir. Olas1 tapinaga ait heniiz mimari herhangi bir temel
kalintisina rastlayamadik. Ancak Hiristiyanlik Donemi
oncesine ait sikke veya kap kacak o6rneklerine 2017 yi-
linda bulunan erotik figiirin de eklenince bu olasilik glic-
lenmeye baslamustir. Ikinci evreyi sari renk ile gosterilen

124

mezar sapel temsil etmektedir (Fig. 13). Sapelin giiney
batisina yerlestirilen lahit olasilikla Aziz Neophytos un
naagt igindir. I. Theodosius’un 391 yilinda ilan ettigi
ferman ile Hiristiyanligin imparatorlugun yegane mes-
ru dini olmas1 ve geleneksel Roma dinine olan destegin
sona ermesi iizerine olas1 tapmagin lizerine bazilika inga
edilmis olmalidir. Bema duvari altinda bulunan mezarlar
bu tarihi desteklemektedir. Renksiz gosterilen 3. evre ile
birlikte mezar sapeli bazilikanin diakonikon bdliimiine
doniismiistiir. En son evreyi ise apsis, prothesis ve orta
nefte aciga cikarttigimiz mavi renk ile gosterilen gec
donem yapisi temsil etmektedir. Bu duvarlarin daha kii-
cilltiilmiis bir kiliseye mi, yoksa baska bir yapiya m1 ait
oldugu heniiz anlagilamamistir (Fig. 14).

Nartesk boliimiinde yapilan kazilarda ise ana girisin
olasilikla ahsaptan bir kapist oldugu tahmin edilmektedir
(Fig. 15). Narteksten bazilikaya geg¢isi saglayan ara kapi-
ya ait herhangi bir ip ucuna ise rastlanamamustir.



Most of the sherds belong to the Roman Empire pe-
riod. The earliest examples of these finds belong to
the 1st century AD, while the latest ones are dated to
the 7th century. Besides some exceptions, these early
finds dated to the 1st century AD were excavated be-
low the level IV. The potsherds mostly date to the 3rd
to 4th centuries AD, and there are examples from the
Sth to 7th centuries AD as well (Fig. 11). Late period
finds were mostly from the lakebottom or the level 1.

Following the 2017 and 2018 campaigns, the ex-
cavations have been mostly terminated in the prothe-
sis, the apsis, the diakonikon and the narthex sections
(Fig. 12). There are four phases of the building (Fig.
13). The first phase should be the temple from the
Pagan period. We have not observed any foundati-
on remains of a possible temple yet. However, this
possibility is now enhanced with the erotic figurine
recovered during the 2017 excavations in addition
to previous examples of coins and potsherds before
Christianity. The second phase is represented by the
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funerary chapel shown here in yellow (Fig. 13). The
sarcophagus placed to the southwest of the chapel
is probably for the corpse of St Neophytos. In 391,
Theodosius I issued a decree adopting Christianity
as the sole religion of the empire, and it is probab-
ly after the end of support for the traditional religion
of Rome that the basilica was built on top of the an-
cient temple. The dating is supported by the burials
found beneath the bema wall. With the period of the
3rd phase, which is shown without coloring here, the
funerary chapel was transformed to the diakonikon
of the basilica. The final phase is represented with the
late period structure, where the uncovered apsis, pro-
thesis and mid-nave are shown here with blue. It is
still uncertain whether these walls belong to a church
of reduced size or to another building (Fig. 14).

We assume that the main entrance had a wooden
entrance based on our excavations in the narthex se-
ction (Fig. 15). There is still no clue related to the
communicating door from the narthex to the basilica.

Fig. 15: Kazilarin tamamlanmasindan sonra narteks bolimii.
Fig. 15: Nartex section following the completion of excavations.
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TESEKKUR

Danismanligimda, Iznik Golii’nde sualti kazisi
yapmak iizere izin veren ve her tiirli destekte bu-
lunan Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlhigi, Kiiltiir Varlikla-
r1 ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii’ne ve Iznik Miize
Miidirligi adina Kazi Bagkanligini iistlenen miize
miidiirii Sayin Haydar Kalsen’e minnettariz. iznik
Miize Midiirliigli uzmanlar1 Mehmet Hasan Boz-
kurt, Ali Erek, Engin Ulgen ve Hasan Yasar’a ekibi-
miz ile uyumlu ¢aligmalarindan dolay1 ¢ok tesekkiir
ederiz. Kazi caligsmalar1 Bursa Biiyliksehir Beledi-
yesi sponsorlugunda siirdiiriilmekte olup, yardim ve
destekleri i¢in Bursa Biiyiiksehir Belediye Bagkani
Sayin Alinur Aktas ve ¢aligma arkadaslarina, destek
ve katkilarindan dolay1 Uludag Universitesi Rektorii
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Ulcay’a ayrica minnettariz. Ekibin
sualt1 daliglar1 esnasinda saglik ve giivenligini des-
teklemek iizere Istanbul Universitesi Capa Tip Fa-
kiiltesi Sualt1 Hekimligi ve Hiperbarik Tip Anabilim
Dali ile irtibata gecilmis ve destek saglanmistir.
Katkilarindan dolay1 basta Anabili Dali Bagkani
Prof. Dr. Samil Aktas olmak iizere Istanbul Univer-
sitesi Tip Fakiiltesi Dekanligina tesekkiirlerimizi
sunariz: Dr. Ayse Sena Yumbul, Dr. Ertugrul Keri-
moglu, Dr. Ozding Acarli, Dr. Abdusselam Celebi,
Dr. Emine Omiir, Dr. Hilal Ak.

Ekipte arkeolog olarak Dr. Serkan Giindiiz, Can
Ciner, Ayta¢ Bayram, Cagr1 Aydin, Erhan Giirman,
Gamze Bayram, Hiilya Yamurkaya, Gurbet Kiling,
Sedat Giingordii, Semih Togan, Sevilay Dedeaga,
Ismail Su, S. Iraz Sezgiin, Ramazan Giiler ve Ozgiin
Sabri, antropolog olarak I. Semih Onur ve restora-
tor olarak Sara Ozgelik ve Cem Akgiin ile birlikte
Uludag Universitesi Arkeoloji Béliimiinden lisans
ogrencileri stajyer olarak yer almistir. Uyumlu ve
ozverili ¢aligmalarindan dolay1 biitiin ¢aligma ekibi-
ne tesekkiirli borg bilirim.
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